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 Introductions
  

Who are you? 

What’s your name?  

Where do you work and live? 
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Plant our first church? 
All Peoples Church 

NE Metro

Where’d we come from?



Pastors

Who are our leaders?

citieschurch.com/leaders 

Jonathan Parnell           
Joe Rigney                      
David Mathis                 
Michael Thiel 
Nick Aufenkamp 
David Easterwood 
Kevin Kleiman 

Lead, Falcon Heights 
Education, Nokomis 
Pastor, Ericcson 
Pastor, Howe 
Worship, Hamline 
Pastor, Cooper 
Pastor, Riverview 



Affiliations

Who are our friends?



Theological Convictions

What do we believe?

citieschurch.com/what-we-believe 

  
Member Affirmation of Faith 

Leader Affirmation of Faith 
Bethlehem Elder Affirmation of Faith (2003) 



citieschurch.com 

@citieschurch 

facebook.com/citieschurch 

instagram.com/citieschurch 



Mission 
Identity 

Essentials



Matthew 28:16–20



Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him they 
worshiped him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to 
them, 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:19–20,



The WHY  ||  The WHAT   ||   The WHO

Our mission basis is the supremacy of Jesus

Our mission imperative is make disciples of Jesus

Our mission scope is all nations



Mission Basis

the supremacy 
of Jesus



Revelation 5:6–13,  

. . . And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw 
a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, 
which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. And he went and took 
the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. And when he 
had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 
before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are 
the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song, saying,  

“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you 
were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you 
have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they 
shall reign on the earth.”  

Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders 
the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of 
thousands, saying with a loud voice,  

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and 
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 
blessing!”  

And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the 
sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to 
the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever 
and ever!”



Mission Imperative

make disciples 
of Jesus



Worshiper 
Servant 

Missionary



Worshiper 
Servant 

Missionary



Mission Scope

all nations



Our Essentials

Jesus

one another

the Cities

We worship

We serve

We seek the good of



• When and how did you “decide” to follow 
Jesus? What’s the story of how you 
became one of his disciples? 

• We typically think of missionaries as 
Christians who cross oceans to tell others 
about Jesus. What does it mean to be a 
missionary where you live? 

Discussion



How?

Why / What / Who



12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 
for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on 
all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.”  

14 How then will they call on him in whom they have 
not believed? And how are they to believe in him of 
whom they have never heard? And how are they to 
hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they 
to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How 
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good 
news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For 
Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard 
from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
through the word of Christ.  

Romans 10:12–17,



The word of God creates the people of God.

Discipleship ministry is word ministry.



“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:19–20,



Conversion & Counsel
Multiplying & Maturing



•  

Outreach? Member Care?





Conversion & Counsel
Multiplying & Maturing



Community Groups 

Focused, shared ministry 
networks

(This is not a small group)



• Mission happens in community.

• Mission needs a focus.

• Community happens on mission.

 Underlying 
Convictions



 Four Pieces to a  
Community Group

1. Everyday Life 
2. Regular Meetings 
3. Events & Initiatives 
4. Service Projects



1. Everyday Life

• Dialogue 
• Celebration 
• Blessing 
• Meals 
• Recreation



2. Regular Meetings

• Bi-weekly on Wednesdays 
• Formation + Mobilization 
• Grounded in the gospel, 
   propelled out in mission



3. Events & Initiatives

We do things.



4. Service Projects

We do kind things.



Conversion & Counsel
Multiplying & Maturing



Life Groups 

Gender-specific groups of 
3–5 individuals who meet 

for mutual discipleship



Life Groups have 
Level-Three 
conversation.





Life Groups are 
the first tier of 
“Member Care”













The Foyer 6.0

Saturday, July 1, 2017



“Your righteousness, O God, reaches the high heavens.  
           You who have done great things, O God, who is like you?  
           You who have made me see many troubles and 
calamities will revive me again; from the depths of the earth 
you will bring me up again.  
           You will increase my greatness and comfort me again.” 

Psalm 71:19–21,



Discussion

• In your opinion, what are some of the pitfalls 
when it comes to discipleship and 
accountability?

• Jesus’s disciples love and serve one another. 
Think of specific examples you’ve seen or 
heard of this being lived out. How did it look?



The WHY  ||  The WHAT   ||   The WHO

Our mission basis is the supremacy of Jesus

Our mission imperative is make disciples of Jesus

Our mission scope is all nations





Characteristics



1. Neighborhood focus 
2. Cultural hopefulness 
3. Team leadership 

4. Pervasive mission 
5. Church planting 
6. Manageable membership 
7. New covenant worship

“culture eats strategy for breakfast“



What is the vision of Cities Church?







• LG Collaborative Events 
• Office Pipeline 
• CG Leader Summits 
• Internships 





Practicals
How can I get plugged in and serve at Cities?



Serve Rotations







1. Be the Smile of God 

At Cities Church, we believe that our fundamental calling as parents is to be the smile of God to our 
children. We are charged by God to bring our children up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord 
(Ephesians 6:4). God has designed us as parents to show our children what he is like. And God is 
fundamentally a Happy Father—a Well-Pleased Parent. Therefore, we want the pitch of fatherhood and 
the melody line of motherhood to be Delight, Pleasure, Joy. We want our children to experience our 
delight in God as it overflows in our delight in them. We want to receive the gospel, display the gospel, and 
invite our children into the gospel. 

2. Receive the Children in Jesus’s Name 

But the call to invite children into the gospel is not limited to parents. Jesus charged all of his followers to 
receive children in his name (Mark 9:36–37). As members of the New Covenant, we believe that we are 
called to be a shelter for the children in our midst. Our prayers and praises are a covering for them, and we 
shelter them in hope that by the grace of God they grow up to become shelters themselves. 

3. Teach the Whole Counsel of God 

While parents bear the primary responsibility for raising children in the discipline and instruction of the 
Lord, the church has a vital role in the discipleship of children. The church’s obligation to disciple children 
is rooted in the broader call to preach Christ, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that 
we may present everyone mature in Christ (Colossians 1:29). As a result, we’re committed at Cities Church 
to instructing our children in the Christian faith, in the corporate worship gathering as well as in the 
everyday life of the church. 

Ministry to Children



Connections



Set-Up

• Preparing the Lord’s Table 
• Helping the band get set up 
• Rearranging the platform 
• Running slides during worship 



Community Groups 

Life Groups 

Covenant Membership
➡ Baptism  –  Sunday, July 16, 2017  
➡ Wednesday, July 19, 2017 
➡ Wednesday, October 18, 2017 

Next step . . .



Q & A


